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WASHINGTON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
Regular Scheduled Meeting – Minutes 

Tuesday, December 5, 2017 
7:00 PM 

 
Members Present 

Cheri Vaughn Colleen Knight 
Kathleen Couch    William Kenner 

Geraldine McKinley Karen Mann 
 

Members Absent 
Mark Everett 

 
Others Present 

Emily Rebert, Historic Planner 
John Rodman, Planning Director 

Jessica Green, Administrative Support 
 

 
I. Opening of the meeting. 
Sitting in for the Chairman, Co-Chairman William Kenner called the meeting to order. 

 
II. Invocation 
A moment of silence was taken. 

 
III. Roll Call 
A silent roll call was taken by staff. 

 
IV. Old Business 

 
1.  A request has been made by Mr. John Moseley for a Certificate of Appropriateness to 

make the following alterations to the old flower shop on the property located at 243 
East Main Street:  a.) Cover the current cinder black with faux ballast stone on all sides. 

 
Emily Rebert stated that the applicants could not attend the meeting and have asked 
the Commission to continue the request.   
 
Kathleen Couch made a motion to continue the request.  Colleen Knight seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor. 
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V. Certificate of Appropriateness 
 

A. Major Works 
 

1.  A request has been made by Mr. James Grey for a Certificate of Appropriateness to 
replace screening with glass on a side porch at the property located at 124 East Second 
Street. 

 
Mr. James Grey came forward and was sworn in.  He explained that he would like to 
replace the screens on the porch with windows that slide open.  He stated that the 
windows are wood but covered in vinyl.  He stated that he would like to use these 
windows because they do not have to be painted.  He explained that the frames would 
stay the same but some do need to be repair, which he will do using like materials.  He 
stated that he is not changing the framework of the building at all, he is just replacing 
the screen with the windows.   William Kenner stated that all the windows in the house 
are wooden windows.  Karen Mann stated that the proposed windows will not match 
the existing windows in the house.  Kathleen Couch asked if there were wooden 
windows similar to the ones Mr. Grey was requesting.  Mr. Grey stated that he would be 
open to using wood windows.   
 
The Chairman opened the floor.  No one came forward to speak for or against the 
request.  The Commission discussed the request further. 

 
Karen Mann made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation 
Commission deny a Certificate of Appropriateness to Mr. James Grey to exchange 
screen for glass on a side porch on the east side of the property located at 124 East 
Second Street.  This motion is based on the following findings of fact:  the application is 
not congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission Design Guidelines, specifically 
Section 3.6 Porches and Entryways and 3.10 Architectural details.  Her motion was 
seconded by Kathleen Couch.  The motion carried with a majority vote with William 
Kenner and Colleen Knight voting in opposition. 
 

2. A request has been made by Mr. Don Perkins for a Certificate of Appropriateness to 
remove a tree located in the southwest corner of the property located at 323 West 
Main Street. 

 
Mr. Don Perkins came forward and was sworn in.  He stated that he would like to 
remove the tree because it is causing damage to the foundation of the house.  Mr. 
Perkins stated that he loved the tree and it gives him great shade, but it needed to come 
down before it caused further damage to the house.  Mr. Perkins stated that he planned 
to replace the tree with another canopy tree somewhere else on the property. 
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The Chairman opened the floor.  No one came forward to speak for or against.  The 
Commission discussed the request further and agreed that the tree is caused major 
damage and should come down. 

 
Geraldine McKinley made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation 
Commission grant a Certificate of Appropriateness to Mr. Don Perkins for a Certificate of 
Appropriateness to remove a tree located in the southwest corner of the property 
located at 405 East Second Street.  This motion is based on the following findings of fact:  
the application is congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission Design 
Guidelines, specifically Chapter 4.1 Landscaping.  I further move that the Historic 
Preservation Commission place the following conditions on the approval:  that Mr. 
Perkins plant another tree on the property to replace it.  Her motion was seconded by 
Kathleen Couch and all voted in favor. 
 

3. A request has been made by Mr. Travis Stephenson of BBL Ventures for a Certificate of 
Appropriateness to remove the following structures on the property located at 323 East 
Main Street. A.) The John Havens Moss Industry Complex B.) The Phillip Aaron House C.) 
The Winfield Texaco Service Station D.) The Manager’s Office 

 
Mr. Travis Stephenson came forward and was sworn in.  Mr. Stephenson stated that 
they had purchased the property about 6 months ago.  He explained that they also own 
the neighboring Havens Wharf property and spent 1.1 million dollars up-fitting that 
property.  Mr. Stephenson stated that they are working through about four different 
scenarios for the property.  He stated that they are trying to work through them all 
concurrently.  He stated that one scenario is a multi-purpose facility like a wedding 
venue.  Another is some type of apartment complex.  He stated that they are in early 
design phases with the architects and general contractors.  Mr. Stephenson stated that 
they are also meeting with investors who may be interested in purchasing certain parts 
of the property.  He stated that they are trying to pursue any and all options that make 
sense and are economically feasible.  Mr. Stephenson stated that the property has 
deteriorated tremendously over the years and is in really bad shape.  He stated that he 
is not expecting nor does he want approval for the request.  He explained that taking 
down any buildings is probably their fourth option.  He stated that it just depends on 
what they decide to do with the property.  Mr. Stephenson stated that he decided to 
request demolition of all four buildings and start the clock ticking for the 365-day (12 
month) delay.  He stated that tearing down historic buildings is not their intent, but they 
would like the option if they find a part or one of the buildings are not salvageable.  Mr. 
Stephenson elaborated on the condition of the buildings.  He stated that they plan on 
being good stewards of the property and plan on working with City staff and others to 
continue to uncover options that are economically feasible and will preserve all they 
can.  He stated that this request is just following the process and it made sense to go 
ahead and put in the request. 
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Cheri Vaughn asked what the chances were the Mr. Stephenson would find investors to 
do something with the property.  Mr. Stephenson stated that based on the history and 
his option the chances are not good because of the challenges with the property.  Ms. 
Vaughn stated that looking at the properties it says Washington to her.  Mr. Stephenson 
stated that if she went into the property it would say something different.  Geraldine 
McKinley stated that the property is an iconic structure in Washington.  Mr. Stephenson 
stated that he is disappointed that the buildings are in such bad shape.  Kathleen Couch 
asked if all the buildings were beyond rehabilitation.  Mr. Stephenson explained that the 
house is in extraordinary shape other than the façade.  He stated that they are looking 
into maybe donating it or moving the house to another lot, if it did not fit into the 
overall plan for the property.  He stated that the office is completely under sea-level and 
they are looking into maybe moving it as well.  Mr. Stephenson then elaborated on the 
condition of the actual mill and the gas station on the property.  He talked about some 
of the scenarios they are looking at and how each building would be used or affected by 
them.  He stated that the house is in good condition and he thought that the gas station 
could be salvaged.  Mr. Stephenson invited members of the Commission to tour the 
property and see the condition of the properties up close.  Cheri Vaughn stated that it 
makes her sad to think about the buildings coming down.  Mr. Stephenson stated that 
there is no joy in it but its either do something now with the property or let it continue 
to fall down.  He stated that nothing has happened for a really long time for a reason 
and the longer it goes the worse it will be.  He stated that it is not smart for the property 
or the downtown area for the buildings to remain in the condition they are currently in 
and ultimately fall down.  He stated that he hoped this request would escalate more 
conversations.  He stated that they can enjoy looking at it like it is or they can get 
proactive and develop a strategy.  He stated that he doesn’t want to be the bad guy that 
tears the buildings down, they want something good to happen there and pushing 
forward he felt this was the best step in that direction.  Mr. Stephenson stated that they 
want to spend money wisely and have a plan.  He explained that they do plan on 
cleaning up the property. 
 
The Chairman opened the floor. 
 
Dee Congleton came forward and was sworn in.  She stated that this will forever change 
the look of the historic landscape of Washington.  She stated that coming over the 
bridge into town this is one of the main areas that people look at.  She explained that it 
is areas like this that entice people to move to Washington.  She asked the Commission 
to deny the removal of all four of the structures.  She stated that her concerns were if 
they allowed removal of part of the property, then down the road all the structures will 
be demolished.  She stated that the house and the service station could be part of a 
bigger complex.  She stated that the Mill is probably in very bad shape, but they do need 
to consider the historic landscape.  She agreed that they do not need to let the property 
fall down, but they also do not need to destroy the beautiful foot print they have.   
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Dennis Grilling came forward and was sworn in.  He stated that he and his wife had 
recently moved back to Washington.  He stated that once he moved back he noticed 
that some structures that he remembered were no longer standing.  He stated that he is 
really interested in maintaining the historic integrity of Washington.  He stated that he 
understands that the Mill is in very bad shape and understands that it may not be 
salvable.  He stated that he felt the service station would make a wonderful welcome 
center or small museum.  He stated that he would really like to see it retained and the 
house is such a beautiful historic home that he would like to see it preserved as well.  He 
stated that Washington has already lost so many structures and he doesn’t want to see 
the list of demolished buildings grow.  He asked the Commission to try and preserve the 
house and the service station.          
 
Doris Moate came forward and was sworn in.  She stated that she grew up in 
Washington and she could remember how the waterfront looked coming across the 
bridge before Stewart Parkway was built.  She said even then the Mill property was not 
in very good shape and that was a long time ago.  She does understand what people 
mean when they talk about the structure being iconic to Washington, but they all must 
realize there are times and places and things that have to be done to move forward.  
She stated that it has been sitting there and deteriorating for many years.  Ms. Moate 
stated that she would hate to see it go, but she does understand that in the end it may 
have to be take down in order to provide something positive for the area to be put 
there.  She explained that even though the view would be different she did not have any 
objections to removing the mill, but would like to see the house and the service station 
preserved.  She recommended that before the Commission made any decision they 
should physically go out and look at the property to see the condition of the buildings. 
 
Mary Pat Musselman came forward and was sworn in.  She stated that the Commission 
does need to remember the uniqueness of these buildings and how sad it would be to 
remove the service station and the house.  She stated that their efforts should be 
focused on holding on to them and keeping them a part of the community.  She stated 
that they needed to hold on to beautiful historic dwellings in their town.   
 
The Chairman closed the floor and the Commission discussed the request further.  The 
members stated that they would like to take Mr. Stephenson up on his offer to tour the 
property before they make any decision.  John Rodman explained that since the 
property does not have any state-wide significance they cannot deny the application.  
He explained that they can delay it for 365 days.   
 
Cheri Vaughn made a motion to continue all four of the request for another 30 days so 
that the Commission members have the opportunity to tour the property.  Colleen 
Knight seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 
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B.  Minor Works 
 

1. A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for 
the owner of 124 Charlotte Street to replace an existing gas pack in the same location on 
the property.  

2. A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for 
the owner of 623 East Main Street to replace an existing gas pack in the same location on 
the property.  

3. A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for 
the City of Washington to remove 3 trees in the public right of way at 304 West Second 
Street. 

4. A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for 
the owner of 228 West Stewart Parkway to install large blinds on the back porch of the 
property.  

5. A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for 
the owner of 627 West Second Street to replace the roof using like materials on the 
property. 

6. A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for 
the City of Washington to install wall lighting at the entrances of the property located at 
3120 West Main Street.  

 
Cheri Vaughn made a motion to approve all the minor works.  Her motion was seconded 
by Geraldine McKinley and all voted in favor.   

 
VI. Other Business 

 
1.  Scheduling a Workshop with the State Historic Preservation Office 

 
The Commission and staff discussed dates and times for a Saturday Workshop with the State 
Historic Preservation Office in February.  They decided on February 10th or the 17th. 

 
VII. Approval of Minutes 

Karen Mann made a motion to approve the minutes.  Her motion was seconded by Cheri 
Vaughn and all voted in favor. 

 
VIII. Adjourn 

There being no other business Kathleen Couch made a motion to adjourn.  Her motion was 
seconded by Cheri Vaughn. 

 


